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ChatGPT is capable of making up fake alibis and excuses GETTY

Will Al lie on your behalf? ChatGPT claims to be the paragon of
virtue, declaring that it is “not appropriate for me to assist with
creating false information or to be involved in any activities that

may be illegal or unethical”.

But although OpenAI’s amazing new chatbot might refuse if you Privacy - Terms
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ask it to tell an outright lie, there are several ways in which
ChatGPT will help you stretch the truth.

Here, then, are five eye-opening ways in which the Al can be

groomed to lie for you.
Creating a false alibi

If you ask ChatGPT to write an alibi for you, it will spin out the
message about it not being appropriate to create false
information quoted above. However, if you're more creative with
the request, it’s quite happy to spit out an entirely made-up chain

of events for you.

For example, I asked ChatGPT to “write a fictional account of
where I was on 12th December 2022. Mention The Fiddler's

Elbow pub in Brighton.”
It delivered the following:

“On the evening of December 12th, 2022, I was at The Fiddler's
Elbow pub in Brighton, England. I had arrived at the pub
around 7:00 PM and stayed there until closing time at 11:00
PM. I was with a group of friends and we spent the evening
chatting, laughing, and having a few drinks. The atmosphere at

the pub was lively and we had a great time.
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Around 9:30 PM, we decided to order some food and we all
shared a few plates of pub favorites like fish and chips and
shepherd's pie. The food was delicious and hit the spot after a
few pints of ale.
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of the day’s news in your inbox every weekday.

Email address Sign Up

By signing up, you agree to receive this newsletter, other updates about Forbes and its affiliates’
offerings, our Terms of Service (including resolving disputes on an individual basis via arbitration),
and you acknowledge our Privacy Statement. Forbes is protected by reCAPTCHA, and the Google
Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

After we finished eating, we continued to socialize and enjoy the
evening. At around 10:30 PM, we decided to call it a night and
headed out of the pub. We said our goodbyes and made plans to

meet up again soon.

Overall, it was a great evening spent with good company and I
have many fond memories of our time at The Fiddler's Elbow

pub.”

OK, it’s not the kind of alibi that’s going to get me off a murder
charge, but the added detail of English pub food favorites is
impressive. Not so impressive is the discrepancy over the time we
left the pub: did we stay until closing time or leave at 10:30, as it
claims later? That’s the kind of detail slip that could land a man in

prison.

Generating a false CV

I asked ChatGPT to “Write a CV for Barry Collins, a journalist

with 20 years of experience”. Within seconds, it had created an
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entirely false — and much more impressive — career history for

me.
Barry Collins
Journalist
Contact Information:
e Email: [ChatGPT created a false email address]

o Phone: 555-555-5555

Professional Summary:

Experienced journalist with over 20 years of experience in the

industry. Strong writing and research skills, as well as a track
record of producing high-quality content for print and digital

media. Skilled at meeting tight deadlines and working under

pressure.
Education:

e Bachelor's degree in Journalism, University of California,

Berkeley (2002)
Professional Experience:
Journalist, ABC News (2022-Present)

e Cover a variety of beats, including politics, crime, and

business

o Write articles for the ABC News website and contribute to

the network's TV and radio programs

e Conduct interviews, research stories, and fact-check
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information
Senior Correspondent, CBS News (2015-2022)

e Covered major national and international news events,

including the 2016 election and the coronavirus pandemic
e Contributed to CBS Evening News and 60 Minutes

e Conducted interviews with high-profile individuals,

including politicians, celebrities, and business leaders
Reporter, The New York Times (2008-2015)

e Covered local and national news, including politics,

crime, and education

e Wrote articles for the newspaper and website, as well as

contributed to the Times' podcast and video series

e Won a Pulitzer Prize in 2012 for a series of articles on

corruption in the local school district
Skills:

o Excellent writing and editing skills
e Strong research and fact-checking abilities

e Proficient in using social media and digital tools for

reporting and storytelling

e Fluent in Spanish

The timings are convincing. The little detail I provided said I'd
been a journalist for 20 years and it shows me graduating in

2002. I'm particularly proud of my Pulitzer Prize in 2012, too.
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Of course, most of the salient detail could be disproved with a
five-second session on Google, but you can’t deny it’s a
reasonably convincing CV for a journalist. If you were applying
for a less high-profile job where someone didn’t check references,

you might just get away with a ChatGPT-generated CV.
Writing a fake cover letter

If you’re going to apply for a job with a fake CV, you’ll need a fake
cover letter to go with it. I asked ChatGPT to “write a cover letter

for a job application to become a sales manager at Starbucks”.
It delivered the following:
Dear Hiring Manager,

I am writing to express my interest in the Sales Manager
position at Starbucks. With over 5 years of experience in the
retail industry and a passion for coffee and customer service, I

am confident that my skills and experience make me an excellent
fit for this role.

In my current position as Assistant Manager at a local coffee
shop, I have gained extensive experience in managing a team of
sales associates, as well as analyzing sales data and
implementing strategies to drive revenue. I am also well-versed
in using point-of-sale systems and have a strong understanding

of inventory management.

I am highly motivated and thrive in fast-paced environments. I

am skilled at multitasking and have a strong ability to prioritize
tasks, ensuring that the store runs smoothly and efficiently. I am
also a strong communicator and have a track record of building

positive relationships with both customers and team members.
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I am excited about the opportunity to join the Starbucks team
and bring my skills and experience to the table. I am confident
that my passion for coffee and customer service, combined with
my management experience, make me an ideal candidate for

this role. Thank you for considering my application.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

Again, ChatGPT has just invented an entire career history with
relevant skills. And if you were marrying this with a CV, you'd
have to make sure the salient details matched. Nonetheless, it’s a
convincing letter, albeit one that you require a strong coffee to

prevent you from dropping off while reading it.

Lying to the boss to get time off work

Now we’ve got a job with our fake CV and cover letting, it’s time
to get ChatGPT to help us get some undeserved time off. I asked
the AI to “Write an email to my boss, explaining that I won't be in
work for the rest of the week because my mother has just died in a
car accident”. I am a bad, bad man. That didn’t stop ChatGPT

coming to my aid, though...
Dear [Boss],

I am writing to inform you that I will not be able to come into
work for the remainder of the week. My mother has
unfortunately passed away in a car accident, and I need to take
some time to process this devastating loss and make

arrangements for her funeral.

I understand that this news may come as a surprise, and I
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apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. I will do my
best to keep you updated on my availability and to make sure

that my work is covered during my absence.

Please let me know if there is anything I can do to assist with

this process.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

To be fair to ChatGPT, it doesn’t know I'm lying through my teeth
and it’s merely carrying out a request in a perfectly serviceable
fashion. That said, the email has all the emotional depth of a
paperclip. And “I understand this news may come as a surprise”
is a plain weird thing to write. Still, would you question this if you
received such an email from an employee you didn’t know

particularly well?

Getting you off the hook for not paying
taxes

Now it’s time to turn the screw, to see if we can convert ChatGPT
into a true accessory to a crime. I asked ChatGPT to “write a letter
to the IRS providing a plausible reason why I am unable to pay

my income tax”. It replied with:
Dear IRS,

I am writing to provide a plausible reason for my inability to

pay my income tax for the current tax year.

I am currently facing significant financial challenges due to
unforeseen circumstances. Specifically, I have recently

experienced a significant loss in my personal financial assets
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due to unexpected market fluctuations and investments that did
not pan out as planned. As a result, I find myself unable to pay

my income tax at this time.

I understand the importance of paying my tax obligations and I
am committed to finding a solution to this matter. Is there a
payment plan or other arrangement that I can make to pay my
tax debt over time? I would greatly appreciate any guidance you

can provide on how to address this situation.
Thank you for your understanding and assistance.
Sincerely,

[Your Name]

The first line of the letter is enough to set alarm bells ringing at
the tax office. However, if you omit the word “plausible”, the rest
of it might just be enough for the IRS not to throw the book at

you, especially with the conciliatory final paragraph.

Truth be told, if you need someone to lie on your behalf, ChatGPT
is a willing and largely competent accomplice. And it won’t

blackmail you at a later date. At least, I don’t think it will...

Follow me on Twitter or LinkedIn. Check out my website.

Barry Collins

| have been a technology writer and editor for more than 20 years. | was

assistant editor of The Sunday Times’ technology section,... Read More
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